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IX. 

CAPTURE OF EARS, AND FALL OF PLEVNA. 



The main road from Kars to Alexandropol runs nearly north- 
east, for about twenty-seven miles to the Kars River, whence 
it extends to the Arpa, near Alexandropol. From this crossing- 
point the Kars runs nearly southeast some twelve miles to its 
junction with the Arpa, which flows hence southwestwardly 
some fifteen miles to a point a little beyond Ani ; here it turns 
southeast for a short distance, and then resumes its general 
course a little west of south. 

Near Ani a road crosses the Arpa, and thence follows the 
right bank to the first bend beyond that village, where it leaves 
the river, but continues in a nearly straight course to Digor, 
about thirteen miles southwest from Ani ; here it turns a little 
north of west to Hadji Khali, some eighteen miles, and then 
turns almost due north, reaching Kars in about ten miles from 
the last-named place. 

The scene of the recent battles in front of Kars is contained 
in the area bounded by the main Kars- Alexandropol road on the 
north ; the lower Kars Eiver, the Arpa, and the road from Ani 
to Digor on the east ; the road from Digor to Hadji Khali on 
the south ; and the road from Hadji Khali to Kars on the west. 
Almost in the centre of this area the Mazra Eiver rises ; pursuing 
a northeast course about twelve miles to the Kizil Hill, then east 
for about five miles ; then it turns southeast, and unites with the 
Arpa, about five miles below the mouth of the Kars. Beginning 
a little south of the city of Kars an irregular and difficult range 
of hills extends nearly east, about eighteen miles to the Mazra, 
and there turns to the southeast, reaching the Arpa in about ten 
miles. This ridge formed the main position of Muktar Pasha. 
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The portion between the Mazra and the Arpa contains the 
Aladja Mountain, on which the Turkish right was posted. At 
the point where the ridge changes direction, and on the left 
bank of the Mazra, is the Olya Hill, where the centre held posi- 
tion. Two or three miles to the west of the Olya Hill, and 
somewhat in advance of the main ridge, is the Great Yagni Hill, 
a lofty conical eminence, whose spurs reach and cross the main 
Kars-Alexandropol road, terminating beyond it in the Little Yagni 
Hill — a long ridge, less elevated than the Great Yagni, but of 
importance, as covering the direct route from the Russian camp 
to Kars. The Great Yagni commands, although at a considerable 
distance, the Olya and Vezinkoi Hills. In advance of the main 
position are the heights of Hadjiveli-Serbatan, forming a strong 
position between the Olya and Kizil Hills, and taking in reverse 
any column attacking the Great Yagni direct from the northeast. 
The Kizil Hill is on the left bank of the Mazra, nine or ten miles 
in advance of the Olya Hill. When Muktar seized and held the 
Kizil Hill, on the 25th of August, he extended and very much 
weakened his defensive line ; that position would have been im- 
portant to him as a step toward any immediate offensive opera- 
tions, but was quite the reverse in regard to the defensive. 

Before relating the important operations of October, some- 
thing must be said about the roads. That already mentioned as 
extending from Ani through Digor and Hadji Khali turns the 
right of the Turkish position on the Aladja Mountain. About 
ten miles west of Digor another road strikes off due north, pass- 
ing through Orlok in about eight miles ; Vezinkoi, about five 
miles farther on ; then Kalonkoi, two miles ; and Khalif Oglu, 
on the Kars-Alexandropol road, some four miles farther on. 

At Orlok this northerly road is intersected by a road which 
connects with Erzerum and Kars toward the west, while to the 
east it descends the Mazra Valley, passing by the base of the 
Olya and Kizil Hills, and thence connects with the Alexandropol 
roads. At Vezinkoi the northerly road is again intersected by 
one connecting in each direction with the last-described lateral 
road. At Kalonkoi is another cross-road leading, on the one 
hand, directly to Kars, and on the other connecting with the Ve- 
zinkoi cross-road. 

The country north of the Kars-Alexandropol road — that is to 
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say, between it and the Ears River — seems to have been in pos- 
session of the Russians, except the portion in the immediate vi- 
cinity of Kars. 

From the description just given it is clear that, if the Russians 
could establish themselves in force on the northerly road passing 
through Orlok and Yezinkoi, they would turn and gain the rear 
of the Turkish right and centre, and thus achieve a decisive suc- 
cess. The most important points on the road are the heights of 
Orlok and those of Vezinkoi. The latter appears to be the key 
of the whole position, taking in reverse the entire Turkish line, 
enabling the Russians to carry the central Olya Hill, and thus 
completely cutting off the right wing on the Aladja Mountain, 
while at the same time its possession by the Russians insured the 
complete defeat of the Turkish left wing. This was the object 
proposed, and finally accomplished. 

It was stated in a preceding article that Muktar carried the 
Kizil Hill on the 25th of August. From that time until about 
the end of September nothing occurred except unimportant af- 
fairs of advanced posts. The Russians awaited the reinforce- 
ments on the way to join them. The Turks moved to the front 
all available troops from Erzerum, Koprikoi, etc., and are stated 
to have made every exertion to complete the supplies of Kars. 

Toward the end of September the positions of the contending 
armies were nearly as follows : The extreme Turkish left at Ba- 
tum, with a brigade of six battalions thrown out to Artwin ; the 
left of the main army — ten battalions, a battery, and five hundred 
cavalry — at Pennek; the centre — sixty-six battalions, nine bat- 
teries, and four thousand irregular cavalry — in Kars, and on the 
line of heights already described, with a strong detachment 
thrown forward to the Kizil Hill and its vicinity; the right — 
thirty-five battalions, five batteries, and eight thousand irregulars 
— confronting Tergukassoff near Igdyr. At ISTatschevan, about 
half-way between Kars and Igdyr, there was a detachment of five 
battalions, and a battery and a half, to cover the communication 
between Ismail Pasha and the main army. A Russian force of 
uncertain strength observed Batum ; the right of their main army 
held Ardahan, the centre lay at Kurukdere and Ani, the left held 
Igdyr. 

It would appear that, in the early part or middle of Septem- 
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ber, Muktar determined upon an effort to retake Ardahan. For 
this purpose lie detached four battalions and five hundred cav- 
alry to reenf orce the troops at Pennek, who were to unite with 
the brigade at Artwin, and thence move to the attack of 
Ardahan. Komaroff, in command at Ardahan, divined the 
purpose of the Turks, and prepared himself so thoroughly to 
meet them, that toward the end of the month he was justified 
in sending to the main army a detachment of four battalions, a 
battery, and a regiment of cavalry, which joined about the last 
day of September. The projected attack upon Ardahan did not 
take place, and the preparations for it only weakened the main 
army at the decisive point. 

On the Turkish right, Ismail Pasha reached a point not much 
more than twenty miles from Erivan, but was here held com- 
pletely in check by the able Tergukassoff, with less than one-third 
of his force. 

All the desultory efforts of Ismail to advance were frustrated 
by the skill of his opponent and the courage of the Russians. 

It seems clear that the Turkish left and right were decidedly 
superior in force to their immediate opponents, while the main 
army, under Muktar in person, was very decidedly inferior in 
numbers to the reenforced army of the grand-duke. 

It should now have been clear to Muktar that the intention 
of the Russians was to deliver their first and heaviest blow upon 
the force under his immediate command, while the Ardahan and 
Igdyr detachments were only to hold their own. He ought to 
have seen that it was too late for him to think of assuming the 
offensive ; he had allowed that opportunity to pass, if it really 
ever existed — which is more than doubtful. There were two 
rational courses open to him : 

He might either have availed himself of the superior strength 
of his wings, and pushed them forward with energy and deter- 
mination, so as to force the Russians to weaken their centre to 
support their own wings ; or, if from the nature of the ground, 
and other circumstances, that was impracticable, then he should 
have withdrawn a portion of Ismail's force to the intrenchments 
of the Kosh Mountain or those at Koprikoi, bringing the bulk 
to his own army ; at the same time he should have intrenched a 
portion of his left wing at Olti, with discretionary orders to fall 
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back upon the intrenchments at Kalagosek, near Ezerum, if too 
hard pressed, bringing up all the superfluous troops to join the 
force covering Kars. 

Whichever course he adopted, he should, with his own army, 
have abandoned the Kizil Hill, and the long line through Yagni, 
Olya, and Aladja, and, resting his left on Kars, taken up a con- 
centrated position in the immediate vicinity, which he could have 
made secure against assault, and beyond which the Russians could 
not pass without leaving so great a force in observation as to ren- 
der a march upon Erzerum wellnigh impracticable. 

The only problem he had to solve was to keep the Eussians 
to the eastward of Kars until the winter set in. 

But Muktar saw nothing of this. Apparently he had reached 
that singular but not unexampled condition, of a man who has 
fallen so deeply into the constant habit of exaggeration that he 
assumes as facts the mere fancies of his own imagination. 

Thus Muktar, who has become notorious for the lack of foun- 
dation for his official reports, probably convinced himself at last 
that his imaginary victories were real, and that the immense 
Bussian losses, inflicted by his bulletins, had really occurred, so 
that scarcely the skeleton of an army survived to hold their 
camps. It would be difficult to account otherwise for the com- 
placent stupidity with which he blundered into a trap of his own 
construction. It appears that his master regarded Muktar's dis- 
patches as credible, and his victories as real, for about this time 
he bestowed upon him the eminent title of El Ghazi — the vic- 
torious — his right to which he was now about to prove in a man- 
ner so startling to the sovereign who bestowed it. 

On the 1st of October a cavalry affair of outposts grew into 
a rash, ill-judged, and unsuccessful attempt, on the part of an 
isolated brigade of Eussian infantry, to carry some intrenchments 
on the extreme left of the Turkish line, near the little Yagni. 

Simultaneously with this minor affair — the last flickering of 
the uncertain light of victory which illustrated the proud title in 
which he rejoiced for the first and last time on that day — Muktar 
was engaged in a formal review of the main body of his troops, 
distributing the rewards forwarded by his master, and probably 
displaying those received by himself. 

All was exultation in the Turkish army. From the com- 



CAPTURE OF EARS, AND FALL OF PLEVNA. 137 

mander to the common soldier, all seemed confident of a speedy 
triumphal entrance into the capital of Transcaucasia. Little did 
they anticipate what the morrow was to bring forth ; that all the 
gallantry of their race would be exerted in vain, and that they 
were standing on the very verge of a series of terrible disasters. 
Such brave soldiers were worthy of a better commander and of a 
better fate. 

The Eussian commander had at length determined upon offen- 
sive operations ; but his first assault did not prove to be the best 
final and decisive attack. 

The plan decided upon was, that the Turkish left and centre 
should be attacked in front, while a column moved through Digor 
to gain the rear of the Aladja Mountain and seize Yezinkoi. 

At daybreak on the 2d of October the Eussian columns ad- 
vanced to the attack. 

Their main efforts were made against the Little and Great 
Yagni Hills, while partial attacks, which appear to have been mere 
feints to distract the attention of the enemy, were made against 
the Kizil Hill and the front of the Mount Aladja positions. 

The attacks upon Yagni are stated to have been made with 
about thirty-four battalions, sixty guns, and six regiments of cav- 
alry ; other accounts reduce the number of battalions to twenty. 
The first assaults were made upon the Little Yagni, and were re- 
pulsed with much difficulty. The attack was continued until 
about eight o'clock in the morning, when five battalions arrived 
on the ground from Kars, whereupon the Eussians discontinued 
the infantry assaults, but maintained a violent cannonade. 

From the column attacking the Little Yagni, several battal- 
ions, with two batteries and three regiments of cavalry, were 
now sent against the Great Yagni, which they at once assaulted. 
Although this hill was defended by only a single battalion, it 
cost the Eussians two hours of persistent endeavor to carry it, 
which they finally accomplished with the bayonet, very few of 
the brave defenders escaping alive. 

The partial attacks made on other parts of the line appear to 
have produced no other result than to prevent the reenf orcement 
of the Turkish left. The turning movement of the Turkish 
right was intrusted to General Shelkovnikoff, to whom twelve 
battalions were originally assigned ; he was to move along the 



138 CAPTURE OF KAES, AND FALL OF PLEVNA. 

left bank of the Arpa a considerable distance, then cross and 
operate on the rear of Mount Aladja. But at the moment of 
execution his force was reduced to five battalions. "With so small 
a force in such a position the movement could be nothing more 
than a mere demonstration ; it was skillfully made, but resulted 
in nothing decisive. 

The Russians do not appear to have renewed their assaults 
upon the Little Yagni, but repulsed several determined efforts to 
retake the Great Yagni. 

The state of affairs on the 3d seems to have been that the 
Russians had failed to make any serious impression upon the ene- 
my's lines, except at the Great Yagni ; they do not appear to 
have had the troops in hand to follow up their success at that 
point by an attack on the Olya Hill and Yezinkoi. They had 
scattered their forces in partial attacks or feints over an extended 
line, instead of concentrating the mass on the decisive points. If, 
instead of wasting their strength upon the Little Yagni, they had 
employed the whole of the right column against the Great Yagni, 
Olya, and Yezinkoi, the result would probably have been a com- 
plete instead of a partial success. The Russian losses amounted 
to about three thousand; the Turks seem to have lost more, 
owing probably to the superiority of the Russian artillery-fire. 

The immediate question for the grand-duke to decide was the 
retention of the Great Yagni. Its importance could not be de- 
nied, but it was so far from any water under control of the Rus- 
sians as to make it almost untenable on that account alone ; 
moreover, the Turkish occupation of Serbatan and Kizil exposed 
it very much to dangerous offensive returns ; the grand-duke, 
therefore, resolved — and probably correctly — to abandon it, and 
fall back to a position somewhat in advance of that from which 
he had set out, including the Katchak Hill, which is opposite the 
interval between Kizil and Serbatan, there to await reinforce- 
ments close at hand, and to inaugurate better combinations. If 
it be true, as seems the case, that the Turkish losses were as great 
as represented, the Russians had gained a substantial success in 
inflicting a loss so disproportionate to their own — a loss whose 
effects soon became apparent. 

On the 9th of October Muktar, partly in consequence of the 
Russian occupation of Katchak Hill, and partly on account of his 
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severe losses on the 2d and 3d, abandoned the advanced positions 
of Kizil and Serbatan, but still held the line through Yagni, 
Olya, and Aladja. The Russians, whose reinforcements had now 
arrived, determined to avail themselves of this evidence of the 
enemy's weakness, and this time — taught by experience — they 
avoided the errors of the past, and conducted their operations in 
a manner to insure success. As a first step they at once occupied 
the abandoned positions at the Kizil and Hadjeveli-Serbatan Hills, 
and also seized once more the Great Tagni, where they were 
more than once unsuccessfully attacked. They were now in con- 
dition to act. Their plan was simple and effective. It was to 
turn the Turkish right, and carry Orlok and Yezinkoi with a 
strong column, meanwhile to hold the Turks in check until the 
turning movement was completed, and then attack the centre at 
Olya, and thus cut the army of Muktar in twain. The turning 
movement was intrusted to General Lazaroff, with a complete 
division, who commenced this important march on the 9th. Late 
on that day he crossed to the east bank of the Arpa at Kagatch, 
about seven miles above Ani, and followed the same bank to 
Karabnski, some eighteen or twenty miles below Ani, where he 
recrossed the river, and moved on Digor, which he reached on 
the 12th. On the 14th he appears to have come seriously in con- 
tact with the enemy, whom, after hard fighting, he drove off in 
confusion, occupying the Orlok heights at the close of the day. 
He now telegraphed his commander-in-chief, informing him of 
his success, and saying, " If to-morrow morning at daybreak you 
attack Muktar Pasha from your side, his destruction is certain." 
This dispatch reached Melikoff at three in the morning of the 
15th ; after four hours the main army moved to the attack. 

The immediate direction of the attack upon the Olya Hill was 
intrusted to General Heymann, and was carried out by the Grena- 
diers of the Caucasus, who in the battle of Zevina Dooz had so 
gallantly but vainly struggled for success under the same com- 
mander. After the way had been prepared by a long and well- 
directed artillery-fire, the grenadiers assaulted and carried the 
Olya Hill early in the afternoon, and the Turkish army was thus 
separated into two parts. The left wing fled toward Kars, pur- 
sued by a portion of Lazaroff's command, and by a portion of 
the troops under Heymann's orders. Terrible losses in killed, 
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wounded, and prisoners, were experienced by the Turkish left 
wing, disordered remnants of which alone succeeded in entering 
Kars. Muktar escaped with this portion of his command. The 
garrison of the Aladja Mountain, cut off from the rest of the 
army by the Russians on the Olya Hill, and thence to Yezinkoi, 
attacked in rear by Lazaroff, and in front by the main Russian 
army, were driven out of their intrenchments, and, after experi- 
encing heavy losses, were obliged to surrender at about eight 
o'clock in the morning. From thirty-three to thirty-five battal- 
ions, from two to three thousand cavalry, and thirty-two guns, 
fell into the hands of the Eussians on Mount Aladja — fully 
one-half of Muktar's army. Muktar did not delay in Kars, 
but, leaving what troops he could for its defense, about fifteen 
thousand at most, made haste for the Saganlugh with some three 
thousand men, the scanty remains of the army which, two weeks 
before, he had fondly hoped to lead into Tiflis. Thus, at one 
blow, heavy and well-directed, the Russians had regained all and 
more than they had lost, and the road to Erzerum was once more 
open. Their losses on the 14th and 15th were very small in 
comparison with the immense results attained — being very slight 
on the 14th, and on the 15th only two hundred and thirty 
killed and twelve hundred and eleven wounded. Either new 
advisers now had the ear of the commander-in-chief, or the 
old counselors had well profited by the experience of the past, 
for the greatest promptness now characterized the movements 
of the Russians. While Melikoff, with a sufficient force, at 
once undertook the investment and siege of Kars, one column 
moved by Kagizman to intercept the retreat of Ismail from 
Igdyr ; while another, under Heymann, promptly followed on the 
tracks of the flying Muktar, in order at least to seize the ap- 
proaches to Erzerum before the winter closed in. 

But Ismail, however tardy he had been in the pursuit of 
Tergukassoff during the summer, now displayed the most com- 
mendable activity. On the 14th he had attacked the Russians in 
his front, but was everywhere repulsed with considerable loss to 
himself. On the night of the 16th he evacuated his position, 
for no sooner did he receive the news of the annihilation of the 
main army than he at once broke up from in front of Igdyr, 
and fell back by rapid marches, never pausing to take breath 
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until he reached the intrenchments of Koprikoi, where he effected 
his junction with the few troops who had accompanied Muktar. 
So rapid was this retreat that Tergukassoff, with all his activity, 
could inflict no serious blow upon his enemy, nor could the 
Kagizman column move quickly enough to gain his line of re- 
treat in time to intercept him. The left wing also abandoned 
its advanced position, and lost no time in falling back to the 
vicinity of the new position of the commander-in-chief. Ter- 
gukassoff on the left, Heymann in the centre, and a column from 
Ardahan on the right, now advanced rapidly in pursuit. 

On the 26th Ismail reached Koprikoi with only eight thou- 
sand men out of his large command ; the rest had deserted dur- 
ing the retreat ; on the next day he was joined by Muktar. 

Late on the 28th the cavalry of the Russian advanced guards, 
of Heymann's and Tergukassoff's corps, attacked Koprikoi and 
drove the Turks out with the utmost ease. The Turkish rear- 
guard retreated to Hassan Kale, where about two o'clock the 
next morning they were again attacked by the advanced guard 
of the Russian cavalry, who dispersed them with serious loss, 
and pursued them some miles until compelled, by the fatigue of 
the horses, to abandon the chase. The main body of the Rus- 
sian cavalry reached Hassan Kale at five in the morning, when 
they halted to rest after their long forced marches. The Turks 
fell back to the Deve Bogun Mountains, about six miles east of 
Erzerum. The Russian columns now concentrated at the eastern 
foot of this range, while the Ardahan column continued its move- 
ment through Olti to turn the position. 

On the 4th of November the combined columns of Heymann 
and Tergukassoff attacked the position of Deve Bogun; this 
was regarded as so strong as to render it probable that the Rus- 
sians would fail to carry it. The battle lasted from nine in the 
morning until six in the evening. The first attacks were made 
upon the Turkish right and left wings, and were repulsed. 
Finally, a resolute attack was made upon the centre, which was 
carried, when the whole army crumbled away and fled in wild 
confusion to Erzerum. 

Thirty-six guns and large amounts of arms, ammunition, and 
provisions, as well as twenty-five hundred prisoners, were the 
trophies of the day. The Turkish losses in killed and wounded 
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amounted to about twenty-five hundred ; those of the Eussians 
were less than thirty officers and eight hundred men killed and 
wounded. A violent snow-storm prevented an immediate pur- 
suit of the enemy. Nothing now lay between the Eussian army 
and the fortifications of Erzerum. 

During the night of the 8th and 9th the Eussians advanced 
against the works, but the night was so dark that the columns 
lost their way and did not reach their destination. The ad- 
vanced guard of one column alone succeeded in finding the 
point of attack. They carried one of the Azzize redoubts, 
killing many of the garrison and taking five hundred and sixty 
prisoners. At daybreak, finding themselves unsupported, and 
attacked by overwhelming numbers, they abandoned the works 
and retired, taking their prisoners with them. "While the Turk- 
ish army was thus forced back upon Erzerum, the main Eussian 
force, under Melikoff in person, was engaged in the siege of Kars. 
Yery promptly after the battle of Aladja the place was closely 
invested, and the siege preparations pushed forward with rapidity* 
The accounts which have reached us indicate that the remnants 
of the Turkish army, which effected their escape into Kars, were 
in such a thorough state of disorganization and panic that if the 
Eussians had followed close upon their heels, Kars would have 
fallen during the night of the 15th. "We are not as yet informed 
what cogent reasons prevented the victors from following up their 
success, as accurate details are still lacking. During the invest- 
ment of last summer, the northern and northeastern portions of 
the defenses were selected as the points of attack. In the final 
and successful siege, the Eussians moved nearly in the track of 
Paskevitch in 1828, and attacked the southern and southeastern 
parts of the intrenchments. 

The defenses of Kars are divided by the deep and difficult 
valley of the river, which presents a great obstacle to the move- 
ment of troops from one side to the other. The works are nu- 
merous, and vary much in dimensions and strength. Against a 
siege they are very strong, and also against assault when properly 
garrisoned ; but it is more than probable that the garrison left by 
Muktar was insufficient both in numbers and morale. The na- 
ture of the ground, the character of the defenses, and strategical 
considerations, seem to combine in pointing out the southern side 
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as the most favorable for attack. It is probable that, in the 
summer, the Russians were induced to select the northern side 
for the reason that, as the force at their disposal was small, they 
would in that direction be less exposed to danger from an attack 
by any relieving army approaching from Erzerum, combined 
with a sortie by the garrison. 

After the battle of Aladja no such danger existed, and they 
were free to select the most advantageous point of attack. They, 
therefore, directed their main efforts in the quarter already indi- 
cated, but accompanied it by a demonstration on the northwest, 
for the purpose of distracting the attention of the defenders, and 
preventing any of the troops on the west side of the river from 
being sent to support the real point of attack. It is stated that 
the preparations for the assault were completed on the 13th, but 
that the inclemency of the weather forced a postponement until 
the 17th. 

The right column of attack was commanded by General Laza- 
roff, the centre by General Grabbe. A column of three regiments, 
under Generals Komarof and Hoop, attacked the works on the 
heights bordering the east bank of the river. The columns moved 
to the assault at half-past eight on the morning of the 17th. 
General Grabbe was killed at the very beginning. The fighting 
lasted all night. The citadel, the Hafiz, Kanli, and Suwarri forts, 
were carried soon after the attack commenced. During the 
night small detachments carried the Karadagh and Arab forts, 
and the greater part of the remainder fell early in the morning ; 
by eight o'clock on the morning of the 18th the victory was 
complete. 

A portion of the garrison endeavored to escape by the Erze- 
rum road, but were promptly captured and brought back by the 
Eussian cavalry. The garrison is represented as consisting of 
fifteen thousand men; of these five thousand were killed and 
wounded, ten thousand captured; three hundred guns, large 
quantities of supplies, money, and ammunition, fell into the 
hands of the victors, whose loss amounted to only twenty-seven 
hundred officers and men. In their day of success the Eussian 
troops behaved admirably ; there was no sacking of the place, and 
no harm done to the unarmed citizens. 

The attack appears to have been admirably arranged, and 
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most gallantly carried out. The victory was thorough and com- 
plete, and the great bulwark of Armenia was once more in the 
hands of the Russians, probably never again to pass into the 
possession of the Turks. 

Four times has Kars been besieged by the Russians ; and 
when we remember how much Russian blood and treasure have 
been lavished in the various efforts to gain this place, when we 
consider how important a position it is to her, for offensive and 
defensive purposes alike, it is difficult to believe that any influ- 
ence can induce her to restore it. Immediately upon the fall of 
Kars, on the afternoon of the same day, Melikoff started with a 
column, said to number fifteen thousand men, to unite with the 
forces of Heymann and Tergukassoff, in front of Erzerum. 

The difficulties of winter transport over the mountains may 
prevent the Russians from bringing up siege-trains to Erzerum, 
but there is nothing to prevent their investment of the place, and 
the complete severance of all its communications. The city con- 
tains some sixty thousand inhabitants, and there is good reason to 
believe that the amount of supplies within its walls are insuffi- 
cient for a prolonged defense. The probabilities, therefore, are 
that the Russians will not assault, unless encouraged by plain 
indications of demoralization among its defenders, but that they 
will content themselves with the less costly method of starving 
it into submission. We may, then, expect to learn very soon — 
almost any day — that it has opened its gates, and that the con- 
quest of Armenia is complete. 

Toward the 29th of September the army of the Cesarowitch, 
following the retiring army of Suleiman, reoccupied the villages 
of Popkoi and Kopace. Somewhat earlier than this a few regi- 
ments of Russian and Roumanian cavalry were thrown across the 
Wid, under the command of General Kruloff. This force, evi- 
dently badly commanded, made spasmodic and insufficient efforts 
to prevent the supply of Plevna from Orchanie. Beyond harass- 
ing somewhat the relieving escorts, they accomplished little. On 
the 1st of October, however, a regiment of this command capt- 
ured a supply-train near the village of Radomirzy, but within a 
day or two the whole of this cavalry force was, for some unex- 
plained reason, moved from the Sophia road to Ribno, on the Wid. 

But a new era was now about to commence for the Russians. 



CAPTURE OF EARS, AFD FALL OF PLEV2TA. 145 

General Todleben had already been assigned to the direction of 
the siege of Plevna. On the 7th of October an order was issued 
appointing Prince Imeretinski chief of the general staff of the 
combined armies around Plevna, and assigning General Ghourka 
to the command of all the cavalry of the same armies. By the 
same order Skobeleff received the Sixteenth Division. 

With Todleben probably remained the general direction of 
affairs. A distinct and definite plan of operations was now de- 
cided upon, and thus far has been well carried out. 

In general terms, this plan was, to make the investment of 
Plevna complete by occupying the Sophia road and surrounding 
the Turkish positions by a line of intrenchments, which were to 
be pushed as close to the Turkish lines as circumstances ad- 
mitted, for the triple purpose of rendering the Russian artillery- 
fire more effective, of reducing the length of the line, and con- 
sequently the number of troops required to hold it, and offering 
the greatest possible obstacle to any attempt at escape on the part 
of the garrison, and at the same time presenting the proper fa- 
cilities for an assault, should that become necessary. It is not 
probable that an assault is contemplated unless there is positive 
proof that the amount of supplies within the Turkish lines is suf- 
ficient to enable the garrison to hold out for a considerable time : 
rather than retain the army in the trenches all winter, it is prob- 
able that the place will be assaulted, but not until the arrange- 
ments are such that it can be made at the some moment from 
several points in overpowering force, and from lodgments close 
to the Turkish works. 

The reports indicate that, under the supervision of Todleben, 
the allied works have been pushed much closer, that they are 
much stronger and better arranged than before, and that he has 
shown all his well-proved skill in taking advantage of the ground. 
From the moment of his taking control, a marked improvement 
is stated to have been made in the whole system of the communi- 
cations of the army. Arrangements are in progress for securing 
the passage of the Danube during the winter ; hospitals and huts 
are in process of construction on a very large scale ; and ample 
supplies of fuel, forage, provisions, and winter clothing, are accu- 
mulated at convenient points. 

In this connection it may also be said that the reserve system 
vol. cxxvr. — no. 260. 10 
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is working so well that the gaps made in the Russian ranks by 
disease and battle are promptly and completely filled by well- 
drilled and enthusiastic men. In addition to the reserve men 
and various divisions and corps of the line, the entire Guard 
corps, and a portion at least of the admirable corps of Grenadiers, 
have reached the front. The Guards, and most of the new arri- 
vals, are armed with the Berdan rifle, represented as far superior 
to the weapon furnished the troops who first entered upon the 
campaign. 

Supplies of all kinds — ammunition, forage, provisions, hos- 
pital stores, and clothing — appear to be furnished without stint ; 
and there is every indication that the machinery of the Russian 
army is now getting into excellent working order — better than 
ever before — and that, profiting by the experience of the past, 
they are placing their best men in position to control. 

Much of this improvement is no doubt due to the good sense 
and personal attention of the Czar, whose continued presence at 
the front has certainly been of inestimable benefit to the army. 
"While it appears quite certain that the Russians have still vast 
resources in reserve, it, on the other hand, becomes equally clear 
that Turkey is rapidly reaching a state of exhaustion. The 
courage of her troops still remains, but the concluding events of 
the recent campaign in Armenia strengthen the conviction ex- 
pressed in a preceding article, that the Turkish troops " fight well 
enough in the open field until discouraged by reverses, when 
they are apt to lose confidence." The first and most important 
step in all the series of operations intended to complete the invest- 
ment of Plevna, and prevent the arrival of further supplies, was 
that conducted by General Ghourka. 

The last convoy of which we have any authentic account, 
reached Plevna on the 12th of October. In the vicinity of Telis, 
about eighteen miles southwest of Plevna, the Wid and the Isker 
approach within less than eight miles of each other ; the ground 
between the two rivers is a lofty plateau, much cut up by ravines. 
Gorni Dubnik is about five miles nearer Plevna, on the same 
plateau. Near Gorni Dubnik the two main roads from Plevna 
to Sophia and the Teteven Pass intersect. In order to protect 
the passage of convoys against the Russian cavalry, which had 
shown themselves in the vicinity, a considerable Turkish force 
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was intrenched, under the command of Achmed Fevzi Pasha, 
at various points. His main force was strongly intrenched in the 
formidable position of Gorni Dubnik, another portion at Telis. 
At Gorni Dubnik the works w r ere held by twelve battalions and 
four guns. Ghourka's infantry-force consisted of twenty-four 
battalions of the Guards ; they were accompanied by sixty-four 
guns, and one regiment of cavalry. 

This force forded the Wid near Cerakevo, east of Telis, 
early in the morning of the 24th ; while at the same time one 
regiment of the First Division of the Guards was thrown toward 
Telis in observation, and the remainder of that division watched 
the Plevna road, to prevent the movement of reinforcements 
on Gorni Dubnik. 

Ghourka's instructions to his commanders were to the effect 
that the artillery should maintain a heavy fire until one o'clock, 
and that at that hour the infantry should advance to the assault. 
But at eleven o'clock the impetuosity of the Grenadier regi- 
ment broke all bounds, and they carried by assault the redoubt 
on the extreme Turkish right. Here they came under a severe 
fire from the central redoubt, and masked completely the fire of 
the artillery of the Russian left. The Moscow regiment, sup- 
porting the grenadiers, moved off toward the right, and, taking 
advantage of whatever cover the ground afforded, attempted to 
assault the central redoubt, but in vain. Soon after the Pauloff 
and Finland regiments, on the Russian right, worked up some 
ravines, and approached within a couple of hundred yards of the 
central redoubt, but they met with heavy losses, and could gain no 
more ground. This state of affairs continued until toward even- 
ing, when Ghourka, concluding that a further persistence would 
result only in useless loss, was in the act of ordering the with- 
drawal of the troops as soon as darkness should cover the move- 
ment, when affairs took a new turn. The Rifle Brigade, acting 
apparently of their own volition, by following a series of ravines, 
succeeded in gaining the rear of the central redoubt, and, making 
up the glacis, opened, lying down, a terrible fire upon it. Just 
at the same time the Finland regiment rushed in through an un- 
finished part of the work, and at six in the evening the Turkish 
commander surrendered. He, as well as all his staff, three thou- 
sand prisoners, four guns, and a complete regiment of cavalry, 
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were the trophies of the day. The Turkish losses in killed and 
wounded were heavy. The Russians lost about twenty-five hun- 
dred in killed and wounded. 

We have stated that a regiment had been detached to ob- 
serve Telis, which was occupied by five battalions and three 
guns. It was not intended that they should attack, but when 
they got under rifle-fire they broke away from their officers, and 
rushed within three hundred yards of the works, when they 
were withdrawn by their officers with great difficulty. 

Nearly four hundred wounded were left near the works, who 
were all shockingly mutilated and murdered by the savages within 
the works. This atrocity was witnessed by English surgeons 
serving with the Turkish army. 

Ghourka now intrenched himself strongly in the important 
position he had gained. On the 28th he moved against Telis, 
with two brigades of infantry, one of the cavalry of the Guard, 
and one of Cossacks of the Caucasus, with seventy-two guns. 
He posted his troops so as to prevent the escape of the garrison, 
and then opened with all his guns. At the end of two hours' 
cannonading, the garrison, of seven battalions, surrendered. The 
Russian loss was only sixteen in killed and wounded. Again 
providing for the permanent defense of this point, he retraced 
his steps and proceeded to the attack of Dolny Dubnik, which is 
about five miles nearer to Plevna than is Gorni Dubnik. The 
place in question was intrenched, and held by about five thousand 
Turks. Ghourka had with him the Second and part of the First 
Guard Division, and sixty-four guns. He opened a heavy fire with 
his guns, which the Turks withstood for two hours, and then fled 
toward Plevna. Although the Russian infantry was engaged, it 
is stated that the losses were nothing. No cavalry of consequence 
being at hand, the mass of the garrison escaped. The artillery 
so successfully employed at Telis and Dolny Dubnik was that of 
the Guard, supplied with a peculiar shell. Judging from the 
decisive effect it produced at these places, it is only reasonable to 
suppose that, if Ghourka's orders had been carried out at Gorni 
Dubnik, similar results would have been attained, and the heavy 
losses avoided. 

The losses of the Turks in these and some minor collateral 
operations are stated to have amounted to about ten thousand 
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in prisoners alone, with large numbers of killed and wounded ; 
those of the Russians could not have exceeded four thousand. 
The result was to close the Sophia road completely. About the 
same time the Roumanians extended their right across the Wid, 
so as to connect with the Guard, and the investment of Plevna 
was now complete. 

In addition to the main operations already described, there 
were others of a minor character, yet very important in a strate- 
gical point of view, and all tending to the double object of com- 
pleting the investment of Plevna and of facilitating the ulterior 
movements across the Balkans. These were carried out by cav- 
alry, aided by small detachments of infantry, and are of suffi- 
cient interest to merit a brief description. We have already de- 
scribed the general nature of the country between the Balkans 
and the Danube, and the valleys of the Osma, Wid, and Isker. 

The main road from Plevna to Sophia, after crossing the 
"Wid, follows the plateau between that river and the Isker as far 
as Radomirzy, passing meanwhile through the two Dubniks and 
Telis. At Radomirzy it crosses the deep valley of the Panega, a 
branch of the Isker, and again follows the plateau to Lukowitza, 
when it again enters the valley of the Panega, which it follows 
through Petreven to Karasula, when it leaves the valley and cross- 
es the mountain to a point a little north of Jablonitza, where it 
again follows the valley for a short distance, and then follows 
the mountains, crossing the Little Isker at Karaula. To this point 
the course of the road is a little west of south. Here it turns 
nearly west until it reaches the Pravea branch of the Little Isker, 
follows it in a southeasterly direction to Pravea, and then turns 
due west along the northern slope of the main range to Orcha- 
nie, which is situated in an elevated plain or valley. Here the 
road turns southeast, and crosses the main range, called at this 
point the Etropol Balkans, through the Orchanie Pass until at the 
northern base it intersects the main road from Sophia to Slatica. 
The Orchanie Pass is narrow, winding, and difficult ; it has been 
intrenched at many points, and is represented as very strong 
against a direct attack. 

At Karaula, a road branches off to the south and follows the 
valley of the Little Isker to Etropol. From Etropol various 
mountain-roads diverge, intersecting the main road from Sophia 
to Slatica, and all turning the Orchanie Pass. 
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Near Gorni Dubnik a road diverges from the Sophia road 
toward the south, enters the valley of the Wid near Cerakevo, 
and follows it to Teteven, passing through Toros and Peseherna. 
From a point somewhat north of Teteven other cross-roads lead 
to the Sophia road, and also to Etropol. 

The road leading from Gorni Dubnik to Teteven continues 
up the valley of the Wid to its head, then crosses the main Bal- 
kan range, and connects with the main road from Philippopolis 
to Kezanlik, as well as that from Sophia to Slatica ; thus cutting 
the communication of Sophia with Constantinople, as w r ell as 
taking in reverse the Shipka Pass and opening the road to 
Adrianople. 

We have previously stated that the road from Lovatz south, 
through Trojan, crosses the main range, and has the same com- 
munication southward as the Teteven road. 

From Lovatz a road extends nearly due west to Toros and 
Petreven, already mentioned. Another runs south of west, 
through Mikre and Turski Isvor to Peseherna. 

Some twenty-three miles northwest of Orchanie is the town 
of Vratza, an important point, whence roads diverge in several 
directions. 

On the 11th a party of Cossacks reached Peseherna from 
Lovatz ; one sotnia turned northward and successfully attacked 
Toros. The other party turned south to Teteven, drove the 
enemy out of the advanced works, and carried off a large number 
of cattle and horses. 

On the 31st of October Chevket Pasha attacked the Russians 
at Radomirzy, but was repulsed and driven off in disorder. 

On the same day General Karassoff attacked Teteven, the gar- 
rison of which now consisted of six hundred regular infantry and 
one hundred and fifty cavalry. He stormed the central redoubt, 
but his arrangements were so good that he lost only one killed, 
four wounded, and seventeen slightly injured, while the Turks 
left more than a hundred dead on the field. The defenses con- 
sisted of seven large and some thirty small works — a system too 
extensive for the strength of the garrison. The works were all 
taken, and large amounts of supplies. 

Thus another pass across the Balkans was gained, the left of 
any force advancing against Orchanie was secured against attack, 
and a new road opened to Etropol. 
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On the 1st of November, Ghourka pushed his troops from 
Dolny Dubnik to the height on the west bank of the "Wid, and 
entrenched them there. This new position was within a mile of 
the Wid, and completely commanded the tete-de-pont by which 
alone the garrison could escape in that direction. This advance 
completed the close investment of the place, so that no attempt 
at escape could be made without coming directly in contact with 
the intrenchments of the besiegers. 

At the same time, the infantry at Eadomirzy advanced to 
Lukowitza and intrenched, while the cavalry attacked Chefket 
Pasha, who fell back toward Orchanie. A brigade of Cossacks, 
moving in pursuit, occupied the small forts at Petreven and Ja- 
blonitza, traversed the Jablonitza Pass, and, with their detach- 
ments, reached the Little Isker, not far from Orchanie and Etro- 
pol. Another detachment from this brigade moved over to Pes- 
cherna and effected a junction with Karassoff. 

In all directions west of the Wid the Eussian cavalry was 
very active at this time. On the 9th a cavalry detachment dis- 
mounted and made a sudden attack upon Vratza, which they 
carried with small loss, capturing a large number of wagons and 
quantities of supplies. 

Toward the close of November Koumanian detachments oc- 
cupied Zibu and Lorn Palanka, on the Danube, thus extending 
materially the base of operations. 

About the same time Etropol was carried with very slight 
loss, but, after a series of operations, rendered very difficult by the 
nature of the ground, the town of Orchanie having already been 
•abandoned by the Turks, who fell back into the pass. The Eus- 
sians had thus, by these minor operations, rendered the relief of 
Plevna practically impossible, covered effectually their positions 
in front of the place, and secured several passes through the main 
Balkans which enabled them to debouch south of the range, tak- 
ing in reverse all the positions held by the enemy, and allowing 
them to move upon Adrianople. 

We have not space enough at our command to detail in this 
article the operations which took place in front of the army of the 
Cesarovitch. It is evident that the plan laid down for him was 
simply to hold Suleiman Pasha in check, while the " victorious " 
Osman was disposed of. The main army of the Cesarovitch was 
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held concentrated in strong positions, with advanced guards 
thrown well out. A large force — stated to consist of seventy 
thousand men, but perhaps not quite so large — was collected in 
the vicinity of Tirnova, and held ready to reenforee the army of 
Plevna, or that of the Cesarovitch, as occasion might require ; 
or, when Plevna fell, to form the advance of a movement over the 
Balkans upon Adrianople. Suleiman made various attacks upon 
different points of the position of the Cesarovitch, but never 
succeeded in making any impression. 

His last attempt was made on or about the 2d of December, 
when with a considerable force he attacked the Russian advanced 
guard at Marian, drove them out of that place, followed them to 
Elena, and also drove them out of that with considerable loss. 

The Russians, however, fell back on the neighboring position 
of Jakovitza, which was already intrenched, and these held firm. 

On the 4th reinforcements reached Jakovitza from Tirnova, 
and another detachment reached Slatovitza, thus threatening the 
right flank and rear of the Turkish troops. In consequence of 
this movement the Turks fell back, in a few days, to Ahmedii. 

Nothing of moment occurred at the Shipka Pass after the 
unsuccessful attack of September 17th ; the Russians continued 
to hold that and the Hainskoi Pass in strong force. General 
Zimmermann's command in the Dobrudscha has remained inac- 
tive so far as any general operations of importance are concerned. 

We must now revert to the immediate attack upon Plevna. 

The Roumanians carried their approaches by the sap to within 
thirty or forty paces of the second Grivitza redoubt. On the 
19th of October, with three battalions, supported by three more, 
they made a gallant assault and entered the works. But they 
found the interior of the works arranged with three tiers of rifle- 
fire, so that in half an hour they were driven out with heavy 
loss. They did all that brave men could do, but the work was 
too strong to be carried by direct assault. During the night of 
the 4th and 5th of November Skobeleff moved a detachment 
forward to his outpost line, to the left front of Brestovee, in- 
trenched the position, and opened with his artillery at daybreak. 

On the 9th he made a still more important attack. Many of 
his men were young soldiers, who had recently joined to make 
good the heavy losses sustained in the earlier part of the war, 
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but their conduct proved that they were worthy to fight by the 
side of their veteran comrades. About five in the afternoon they 
advanced in a dense fog, which enabled them to reach the point 
of attack undiscovered. Skobeleff, as usual, led his men in the 
most conspicuous manner. Suddenly they emerged from the 
fog, and drove the Turks out of the desired position, which the 
sappers immediately intrenched. The result of the action was to 
advance the Russian lines about three-fourths of a mile at this 
very important point. During the night the Turks made three 
very determined efforts to regain the position, but were readily 
repulsed with heavy loss. 

With the ground gained on the 4th and 5th Skobeleff had 
advanced nearly a mile and a quarter, and was close to the main 
line of the Turkish redoubts. 

On the 11th the Roumanians occupied the heights of Bi volar, 
thus shortening their line, and establishing a better communica- 
tion with the troops on the opposite side of the Wid. 

On the 15th the Turks made three attacks upon Skobeleff, 
but were easily repulsed. 

Those portions of the preceding pages which relate to the 
operations of the siege of Plevna were already completed when 
the intelligence of its fall arrived, but it does not seem necessary 
to revise them. 

The meagre accounts that have thus far reached us show that 
the supplies within the Turkish lines were exhausted, and that, 
there being no hope of relief, the only alternative before Osman 
was to surrender, or to cut his way out. As a true soldier, he 
chose the latter course. 

It appears that the Russians were fully prepared to meet the 
emergency. On Sunday night — the 9th of December — Skobeleff 
discovered that the works in his immediate front were abandoned, 
and at once occupied them. At seven o'clock on the morning 
of the 10th, the Turkish army crossed the Wid and attacked the 
Russian positions at Doinz Etropol. They carried an advanced 
line of the works ; but the Grenadiers of the Guard promptly 
came up, and forced them back to the banks of the Wid, where 
they were under a terrible fire of artillery and rifles. When 
driven back upon the Wid, the Turks attempted to reenter 
Plevna, but found all the commanding works occupied by the 
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Eussians and Roumanians. The firing continued until about 
noon, when Osman surrendered unconditionally. 

The number of prisoners was perhaps forty thousand, of 
whom twenty thousand were sick and wounded, and there were 
many thousands killed. 

Osman was treated by the Czar with a degree of courtesy and 
consideration justified, perhaps, by his obstinate courage, but 
certainly not by the inhuman brutality which constantly charac- 
terized the conduct of his troops toward the wounded Kussians 
who fell into their hands. 

We do not yet know with sufficient accuracy the means at 
Osman's disposal, or all the circumstances which surrounded 
him, to justify a final judgment upon the merits of his defense 
from a professional point of view. He certainly deserves the 
credit of obstinate gallantry, but it now appears more like the 
conduct of a wild beast at bay than that of a skillful general. 
He selected his position well and fortified it with skill, but it 
does not appear that he took advantage of his successes, which 
were due more to the blunders of his antagonists than to his own 
merits. 

This much is certain : from the moment when Todleben took 
charge of the siege-operations, when Imeretinski became chief of 
the staff, when Skobeleff received an important command, and 
Ghourka was placed in charge of the operations on the Sophia 
roa d — f r0 m the moment, in fact, when knowledge and skill di- 
rected the operations of the Eussians — Osman became helpless as 
a child in their hands, and his fate was sealed. Plevna had no 
such value in itself as to justify the loss of an army in holding it 
a few weeks longer. If Osman had been a great or even a good 
general, he would have abandoned his position the moment he 
found the Sophia road seriously endangered, for his army would 
have been of infinitely more use elsewhere. With Plevna and 
the army which held it, the line of the Balkans has fallen. The 
weather usually encountered at this season will, no doubt, offer 
serious obstacles to the Eussians, but they are not insuperable, 
and it is not probable that active operations will be suspended. 
The army of the Cesarovitch has shown itself fully capable of 
masking the quadrilateral. It is not only possible, but proba- 
ble, that we will soon hear of the fall of Sophia, the occupa- 
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tion of Philippopolis, and an advance in force on Adrianople. 
This will oblige Suleiman Pasha to move with at least a por- 
tion of his force to the succor of Adrianople and the capital, in 
which case the whole of the commands of the Cesarovitch and 
Zimmermann will not be required for the reduction of the for- 
tresses north of the Balkans, and a part can reenforce the active 
army in Roumelia. The nature of the fortresses of the quadri- 
lateral is such that armies, not mere garrisons of moderate 
strength, are necessary to defend them. 

If a large Russian army advances into Roumelia, as it readily 
may,* the fate of Turkey must be determined under the walls of 
Adrianople or in front of the lines of Buyuk Chekmedje, and, 
in the present condition of the once formidable empire of the 
Osmanlis, it need surprise no one to hear of the virtual abandon- 
ment of all the region north of the Balkans, in order to concen- 
trate in Roumelia for a last desperate effort to hurl back the in- 
vaders. 

Should events prolong the war into another summer cam- 
paign, the Turks have not much to gain by the delay. Their 
resources are nearly exhausted, while those of Russia are not. 
The Servians, the Montenegrins, and the Greeks, will occupy 
them so fully on the west that the Russians and Roumanians can 
devote the entire strength of the main army to the direct opera- 
tions against Constantinople. From their vantage-ground in 
Armenia, it will be perfectly practicable for the Russians to con- 
duct a campaign in Anatolia, which, even if it does not actually 
lead to Scutari, will at least completely paralyze the Turks in that 
quarter, and deprive them of the large resources with which that 
region has always furnished them. It now seems probable that 
nothing short of foreign interference — and that in the shape of 
very numerous and strong battalions and a formidable navy — can 
save them. There is only one power, if there be even one, that 
has any disposition to interfere, and it is doubtful whether other 
and stronger powers will permit that interference. It would ap- 
pear to be wise for the Turks to make peace promptly, and on 
the best terms they can. 

George B. McClellast. 



